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We reserve the right to limit quantities and to correct printing errors. If we do not have an item, we will gladly substitute a comparable item. Some items may not be available at all stores.

PRICES VALID: FEB. 12-18GREENUP

Online Auction: at smittysauctions.com/auctions.html  or  https://hibid.com/lot/183621088

Bidding closes at 7:00pm on February 29

Smitty & Bauer, LLC    217-259-8219

OPEN HOUSE
SATURDAY, 

FEB 10, 1-4 PM
9994 N 330 TH St

Casey, ILIF YOU CAN NOT MAKE IT TO THE OPEN HOUSE,

CALL 217-932-3072 FOR A PRIVATE SHOWING

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH RANCH-STYLE BRICK HOME.

SITTING ON APPROX. 1 ACRE CORNER LOT ON THE

SOUTHEAST EDGE OF CASEY. GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD,

CLOSE TO TOWN WITH THE WONDERS OF COUNTRY.
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Here’s My Card

Send YOUR BUSINESS CARD to

EVERY MAILBOX

OPEN: Mon-Fri 7:30-4:30 · Sat. 9-Noon

217-889-3363 · Clarksville

MILL CREEK MEATS

MILL CREEK MEATS
& PROCESSING

& PROCESSING$tock Up& $ave! with Mill Creek  
Meat Bundles!

CARPET CLEANING                  UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
HARDWOOD CLEANING      CERAMIC TILE CLEANING

CALL OR TEXT 217-254-0050

OR TOLL FREE 800-252-6372

Reporter

The Casey

Here’s My Card

Every mailbox in the Casey-Westfield area!

Visit our website at STROHMNEWS.COM

Email:   SALES@STROHMNEWS.COM

Call:   217-826-3600

Call 217-932-5829

for a free quote!

www.daradinc.com

DARAD

IN
C
.

209 NW 8th St
Casey, IL 62420

Earthwork with GPS / 

Laser Grading

(Ponds, Waterways, Etc)

Demolition Services*

Oversize Hauling*Grain Bin& Equipment Sales

Samaritan
Cremation and 

Funeral Services
Direct Cremation: $995.00

812-232-4351    samaritanfunerals.com

our page! facebook.com/bmasch11/

 ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

 FINANCING AVAILABLE *

 LICENSED, BONDED AND INSURED

*SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.

Servicing all brands! Call Brian

1-Year Workmanship Warranty | Over 50 Years of Experience

INDUSTRIAL  COMMERCIAL  RESIDENTIAL
We repair, install, and perform maintenance for a wide range

www.bandsplumbing.com     (812) 234-1152

INSTALLATIONREPAIRMAINTENANCE
Your Trusted Plumbing 

and HVAC Contractor

CALL US TODAY AT 217-826-6152

OR VISIT WWW.CENTRALSTATECO.COM

 200+ YEARS OF COMBINED EXPERIENCE    STATE CERTIFIED/LICENSED

COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Contact Kacey Lovell or Stuart Goble 
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Chemical  ·  Seed  ·  Trucking

C O U N T Y  L I N EI N EEE

C O U N T Y  L I N E
S E E D S
S E E D S

217-508-8251 

atutewilet@gmail.com   Find us on Facebook

Andy Tutewiler

Pharmacie
Shoppe

Pharmacie
Shoppe

ASK ABOUT OUR MED SYNC PROGRAM

AND MONTHLY PRE-PACK MEDICATION

Jeff Lakins, R. Ph.

PHARMACIST/MANAGER

202 W EDGAR AVE., CASEY, IL    217-932-4004

THEPHARMACIESHOPPE.COM  FAX: 217-609-6065

My Insurance Werks

Amanda Mason
Agency Operations Manager

630-410-WERK (9375)

Cell: 217-994-2370

www.myinsurancewerks.com
Let us WERK for you!

Let us WERK for you!

DARAD

IN
C
.

Call 217-932-5829

for a free quote!

209 NW 8th St. - Casey

www.daradinc.com

Earthwork with GPS / 

Laser Grading

(Ponds, Waterways, Etc)

Demolition Services*

Oversize Hauling*Grain Bin& Equipment Sales

sis and granted where there 

is urgent humanitarian need 

or signifi cant public benefi t.

These people are lost 

into the interior of the U.S. 

We didn’t know who they 

were to begin with, and we 

sure don’t know where they 

are now.A large number of these 

may be decent, hard-work-

ing people. We already 

know that many are requir-

ing government services 

costing U.S. taxpayers bil-

lions of dollars.
But the greatest problem 

is those who are here to do 

harm to our country.
It took only a small group 

of 30 members of Al Quae-

da to enter the U.S. and 

conduct the murderous, un-

thinkable attacks of 9-11.

What kind of terror attack 

will it be this time? Another 

suicide plane attack on one 

of our cities? A drone attack 

on a crowded stadium? A 

cyber attack on our power 

grid?
God help us. 

We welcome your com-

ments on this and other 

issues. Email Reporter@

strohmnews.com.  

SUMMER
HELP WANTED

FLUSH HYDRANTS

AND MOWING!
Must have valid drivers 

license and be able to pass 
475 IL Hwy 1, Marshall, IL 

ReporterCLASSIFIEDS

SERVICESCLASSIFIED ADS: Only 55¢ 

per word, per publication! Send-

to reporter@strohmnews.com, 

call 217-826-3600 or stop by 

510 N. Michigan Ave in Marshall

FOR SALE
AKC Golden Retriever Puppies  

3 males available. $850. Ready 

now. Contact Lisa 812-223-

6962                                                                                     

WANTEDFamily man looking for 2024 

hunting lease. Please call Ken-

ny at 765-620-9747                                                                                

Classifi eds work! 
Only 55¢ per word!

WiFi at the park due to the 

fact that cameras have been 

installed there due to vandal-

ism. 
Spittler Excavating has 

been hired to remove the 

building between the West-

fi eld Pub and Country Finan-

cial. The village streets have 

been blocked off  within a 

block of the building in all di-

rections. They expect the de-

molition to take three days. 

Trustee Christy Stone 

has requested that some of 

the bricks be salvaged and 

sold to contractors to provide 

some funding for the demoli-

tion.
The board approved an 

ordinance combining the du-

ties of clerk and treasurer.

They received the res-

ignation of Julie Lockert as 

treasurer and approved her 

appointment by Mayor Ennis 

as clerk.The trustees also ap-

proved- payment of bills in the 

amount of $44,074. 
- expenses for utility su-

pervisor Scott Adams to 

complete training and testing 

for his water license. Resi-

dent Ray Miles contributed 

$100 toward these expens-

es.

Maschhoff  Ladies Bowling

Team Standings: Mas-

chhoff  19 - 5; Marshall Ad-

vocate 17 - 2; Casey State 

Bank 16 - 8; Golden Girls 13 

- 11; Downey Paint 5 - 19.

Scratch Game: Mas-

chhoff  426; Golden Girls 

405; Marshall Advocate 385; 

Angela Albertsen 177; Rhon-

da Budd 173; Kinley Leder-

mann 153.

Scratch Series: Mas-

chhoff  1187; Golden Girls 

1125; Marshall Advocate 

1106; Rhonda Budd 442; An-

gela Albersten 436; Becca 

Clark 403.HDCP Game: Casey 

State Bank 706; Golden 

Girls 688; Maschhoff  675; 

Kinley Ledermann 285; An-

gela Albertsen 266; Rhonda 

Westfi eld Village Board

updated on sewer project
- adding a link to the re-

sults of the annual water re-

port on the water bills.

During citizen comments, 

Ray Miles said that it was im-

portant that everyone’s voice 

be heard and encouraged 

everyone to support the ef-

forts of the village board 

and community members to 

solve the problems of the vil-

lage.

Continued from page 1

Budd 255.HDCP Series: Casey 

State Bank 2013; Golden 

Girls 1974; Maschhoff  1934; 

Kinley Ledermann 749; An-

gela Albertsen 703; Becca 

Clark 697.
Countdown 

to the April 8 
Eclipse: 58 days
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Steak & ShrimpDinner Prime RibDinner Ribs & Shrimp Dinner

Served with soup or salad and choice of  potato

Ribeye Steak Breakfast with 8 oz ribeye

hashbrowns, 2 eggs & toast or pancake

A great place to eat Breakfast, Lunch or Dinner!

CROSSROADSRESTAURANT

CROSSROADSRESTAURANT
In addition to our full menu, we have available by request

MayberryContinued from page 1

See answers on page 2

By Gary Strohm
Ten years ago, President 

Barack Obama’s Homeland 
Security Secretary said that 
our Border Patrol could not 
handle a thousand illegal mi-
grants crossings America’s 
southern border in a single 
day.

Now there are four, fi ve, 
even ten thousand illegals 
crossing our southern border 
each day, and the current 
Homeland Security Sec-
retary Alejandro Mayorkas 
says that the border is “se-
cure.”

Of course it is not secure. 

Who hasn’t seen the TV 
footage of hundreds, even 
thousands of people fl ood-
ing across in this spot or that 
spot along the 2000-mile 
border?

The eff ects are devastat-
ing.

The drug cartels are bring-
ing across huge amounts of 
the deadly drug fentanyl, the 
ingredients of which originate 
in China. I heard one south-
ern California congressman, 
Darrel Issa, say that the gov-
ernment has a warehouse in 
his district that is full of con-
fi scated fentanyl - enough to 
kill 40 million people.

Editorial: It’s probably already too late
While the Border Patrol 

and other police that work 
along the border have confi s-
cated a portion of this illegal 
drug traffi  c, the cartels have 
managed to get enough into 
the mainland to kill over 
70,000 Americans each of 
the last several years.Fentanyl is so deadly that 

a single pill can cause death. 
When my dad was in the fi -
nal days of his fi ght with can-
cer, he would put a fentanyl 
patch on his shoulder to fi ght 
the pain. This tiny transpar-
ent square - maybe one inch 
by one inch - was strong 
enough to alleviate the ter-

rible pain from his cancer. 
Along with the fentanyl, 

the cartels are certainly 
smuggling huge amounts of 
other illegal drugs too, and 
they are being distributed 
across our country.Also devastating is the 

traffi  cking in humans, which 
is estimated to be netting the 
cartels even more money - 
$13 billion per year.Many of the illegal mi-

grants come across the bor-
der with a wrist band which  
tells how much they have 
paid - or still owe - to a cartel 
to get them over the border.

As of last year, over 

250,000 of the millions of illegals 
crossing the border were 
reported by Homeland Se-
curity to be unaccompanied 
minors. And worst of all, that 
department reported that 
it has no idea where over 
80,000 of those children 
have gone.Unfortunately, many are 

working as slaves in the sex 
trade, servicing dozens of 
“clients” a day or working in 
factories and other business-
es for unscrupulous owners, 
who force them to work long 
shifts and pay them barely 
enough to survive.Our open border has had 

devastating eff ects on those 
trying to come here illegally. 
There are videos in which 
reporters have embedded 
themselves with some of 
the illegal migrant groups 
traveling north through Cen-

tral American to get to the 
U.S. border. Along the way, 
they are beaten, robbed and 
worse. There are stories 
of “rape trees,” where the 
smugglers hang the panties 
of the women and girls that 
they rape on their way to the 
American border.All of that is horrifying, 

but the worst may be yet to 
come.

More than half of all the 
illegal migrants coming 
across the southern border 
are single men, ages 18-35 
and many are coming from 
countries that are unfriendly 
to the U.S. such as China.

President Joe Biden has 
paroled an estimated 2 mil-
lion illegals into the interior of 
the U.S. in the last two years. 
As a comparison, Presidents 
Obama and Trump would 
parole an average of 5600 
per year. Paroling is to be 
done on a case-by-case ba-

In the series, Butch, 
along with longtime May-
berry friend Jeff  Gossett, has 
an expanded role. The two 
friends are in four of the fi ve 
episodes. Hopefully, the se-
ries will be out in early 2024. 
Also, a documentary by 
Chris Hudson entitled, The 
Mayberry Eff ect, was made 
and may be found on some 
movie sites or by googling it. 
Butch is briefl y in this. Fans who need more 

“Mayberry” will fi nd several 
videos under “Mayberry 
Man” on YouTube, includ-
ing movie trailers and music 
videos by Levi Riggs. In ad-
dition, podcasts with actors 
from the movie can be found. 
Butch and Jeff  are featured 
in podcast #3.Butch reminisces about 

his time with “stardom:”  “I 
never imagined being in-
volved in a movie, plus a se-
ries. It was a once-in-a-life-
time experience. The whole 
movie and series was great 
fun. Everyone knew every-
one from the Mayberry festi-
vals. It was basically a large 
Mayberry family reunion. It 
was also a great learning ex-
perience, seeing how much 
work goes into making a 
movie and series. Hopefully, 
there will be a season two!”     

Butch and Valerie now 
know fi rsthand, “There’s no 
business like show busi-
ness.”           

Jackson Maulding takes it to the rim against 

Mt. Carmel in JV action. Photo by Terri Cox.

the eff ort with a team-high 10 
points. Brody Smith knocked 
down nine points while 
Daryn Hupp and Will Moore 
added eight points each. 

Drake Worby chipped in 
six points, Maverick Fann 
and Leighton Jones fi ve 
each, Gavin Ridge four, Gar-
rett Short three, Kellen Sul-
livan and Alex Hancock two 
points apiece and one by 
Jackson Maulding. Hancock tallied 11 re-

bounds with Drake Brant 
and Ridge pulling down fi ve 
each and Short four. Smith, 
Moore and Worby had three 
rebounds apiece while Kar-
ras, Maulding and Fann 
grabbed two caroms each. 
Sullivan, Brant and Thomas 
all fi nished with one rebound 
each. 

Karras handed out three 
assists, Sullivan and Jones 
two each while Julius, Brant, 
Hancock, Ridge, High and 
Worby all added one assist. 

The Warriors had 20 
steals in the win, getting 
three each by High and 
Worby, two each by Short, 
Thomas, Ridge and Karras 
while Sullivan, Hupp, Julius, 
Fann, Hancock and Moore 
had one steal apiece. Score by quartersCW 29  25  12  3  -69

Ram 2    4    7   1  -14
CW 57, Mt Carmel 49VarsityThe Warriors turned in a 

stellar fi rst quarter and held 
off  a pesky Golden Aces 
team over the next three 
frames to take a 57-49 Little 
Illini Conference win on Fri-
day, February 2 on Bob Dur-
ham Court. A three by Ryan Richards 

opened the scoring then a 
two by Nolan Clement wid-
ened the lead to 5-0. Richards hit his second 

three off  the assist of Clem-
ent then Richards picked 
off  a Mt. Carmel pass and 
converted it to a two-handed 
dunk that brought Warrior 
Nation to their feet with a 
10-0 lead. Mt Carmel got their fi rst 

bucket at the 4:27 mark but 
CW went on an 11-0 run be-
fore the Aces added a three 
with 1:21 left in the fi rst. 
When the buzzer sounded, 
the Warriors held a 25-5 ad-
vantage.

In the second quarter, the 
Aces hit for 12 points while 
the Warriors output dropped 
off  to just seven points in that 

WarriorsContinued from page 5
eight minute span. At the 
half, CW held a 32-17 lead.

When play resumed in 
the third quarter, Mt Carmel 
rattled off  nine consecutive 
points before Cole Gilbert 
converted an off ensive board 
and the and-one opportunity 
to make the score 33-26 in 
the Warriors favor. Mt Carmel got within fi ve, 

but the Warriors held a sev-
en point, 37-30 lead heading 
into the fourth. The Aces dropped a three 

to open the fourth to narrow 
the gap to four, 40-36 but 
Richards hit a two to make 
the score 42-36 with 6:02 on 
the clock. The two sides traded trips 

to the charity stripe then a 
Mt. Carmel three cut the CW 
advantage to three, 44-41 
with 4:19 remaining. A two by Richards pushed 

the Warrior advantage back 
to fi ve, then a steal and con-
version by Hayden Parcel 
made the score 48-42 with 
just over three minutes to 
play. 

Parcel was fouled on an 
off ensive putback attempt 
put him to the stripe where 
he knocked down both char-
ity tosses pushed the lead to 
eight, then Nolan Clement 
pushed the lead to double-
digits when he hit a two off  
the feed of Connor Sullivan 
for a 52-42 advantage. Mt Carmel continued to 

battle, but CW was able to 
convert enough from the 
stripe to keep the Aces at 
bay for a 57-48 win. Ryan Richards knocked 

down a team-high 23 points 
for the Purple and Gold while 
Hayden Parcel and Nolan 
Clement also fi nished in dou-
ble digits with 10 each. Cole 
Gilbert fi nished with eight 
points and Connor Sullivan 
and Luke Karras both added 
three points to the fi nal tally. 

Clement grabbed a team 
high six caroms while Rich-
ards and Karras posted fi ve 
rebounds each. Gilbert, 
Parcel and Cochonour con-
tributed three boards each 
while Sullivan added two 
and Jackson Maulding one. 

Clement handed out three 
assists while Cochonour, 
Sullivan and Karras had one 
assist each. Parcel, Mauld-
ing and Sullivan all had one 
block. 

Richards, Clement and 
Parcel were credited with 
two takeaways apiece while 
Gilbert, Sullivan and Karras 

sion. 
W h e n play re-sumed in the third, the Aces s h o w e d signs of life and refused to back down as they add-ed 11 points to their total in that sev-en minute frame, but the Warriors k n o c k e d down 14 to widen their advan tage to 48-24 with one quarter remaining The Aces saved their best ef-fort for the last frame, but despite ou tscor ing  the War-riors 16-7, they couldn’t make up the 

defi cit as CW took the dou-
ble-digit 55-40 win. Daryn Hupp erupted 

for 23 points in the JV win 
while Leighton Jones also 
fi nished in double digits with 
10 points. Jackson Maulding 
added seven, Kellen Sullivan 
six, Jackson High four while 
Jack Julius and Will Moore 
contributed two points each 
and Fred Thomas added a 
point.

Luke Karras pulled down 
11 caroms in the win while 
Jones and High added fi ve 
boards each and Moore 
four. Sullivan and Hupp were 
credited with three rebounds 

had one steal each. Score by quartersMtC 5  12  16  16  -49
CW 25  7    8  17  -57CW 55, Mt Carmel 40Junior VarsityThe young Warriors start-

ed hot and set the tone early 
as they took a 55-40 win 
over the Mt. Carmel Aces. 

The Purple and Gold 
struck for 19 points in the 
opening frame to take an 
early 19-9 advantage after 
the fi rst quarter of play. In the second quarter, the 

CW defense held the young 
Aces to just four points while 
adding 15 to their total for a 
34-13 lead at the intermis-

each while Julius, Thomas, 
Drake Worby and Alex Han-
cock had one apiece. Maulding and Jones both 

had two assists while Julius, 
Thomas, High and Karras 
had one apiece. Thomas and Moore add-

ed a pair of blocks apiece 
and Karras had one block. 

Hupp led the young War-
riors with three steals while 
Julius, Thomas and Moore 
had two takeaways each 
and CW got one steal each 
from Sullivan, High, Mauld-
ing and WorbyScore by quartersMtC   9    4  11  16  -40

CW 19  15  14    7  -55
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And I am certain that God, Who began the good work 

the day when Christ Jesus returns.  - Philippians 1:6
-

Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve. 

But as for me and my household, we will serve

the LORD.   - Joshua 24:15

OBITUARIES

The regularly scheduled 

monthly meeting of the Clark 

County Antique Power Club 

will be at Rudy’s Family Res-

taurant in Marshall on Mon-

Antique Power 

Club Meeting
day, February 12, at 7:00 

p.m.  Remember to come an 

hour earlier at 6 p.m. if you 

wish to enjoy supper or so-

cialize prior to the meeting.

FREE
Delivery!

Professional Janitorial Supplies

Food Service Items

Paper Products

Ice Melt & More!

D-I SUPPLY
ss
ss
s

!!

217-465-8484    2120 S. Main - Paris    info@d-isupply.com

Because everyone deserves a great life!17050 N Quality Lime Rd.

217-826-5600   meridiansenior.com

The Villas of

MARSH
AL LHolly Brook

Physical Therapy

 Exercises for strength

& endurance

 Treats swelling, joint pain,

& limited range of motion

 Balance & fall reduction

Carole Joan Fitzpatrick, 

age 89, of Hutton, Illinois 

passed away peacefully in 

her home. 

She was born on Novem-

ber 19, 1934, the only child 

of Lloyd and Pauline Ben-

nett. She had lived in Hutton, 

Illinois for most of her life 

with much of her family living 

nearby in Westfi eld and oth-

er surrounding communities. 

Joan, as she was known, 

had also 

lived in 

Brownstown, 

Illinois, Car-

bondale, Illi-

nois, Denver, 

C o l o r a d o , 

Toul, FRA 

and Lewis-

ton, Illinois. She was married 

to Jerry Fitzpatrick, Sr. until 

his death in December 2007.

Survivors include her two 

sons and only children, Jerry 

Fitzpatrick, Jr. of Charleston, 

Illinois and Owen Hall of St. 

Paul, Minnesota. Jerry is 

married to Deborah Fitzpat-

rick and Owen is married to 

Margaret Kasting. 

Joan enjoyed her family 

and her grandchildren: Jere-

my Fitzpatrick (Jamie Zapp), 

Brandon Fitzpatrick (Kelly 

Fitzpatrick), Ian Hall and 

Stuart Hall. She was blessed 

with fi ve great-grandchil-

dren: Christopher, Noah, 

Harlow, Liam and Maddon 

Fitzpatrick. 

As a mother, grandmoth-

er and great grandmother, 

she enjoyed her family and 

friends. Her family will al-

ways miss her dearly.

She graduated from 

Charleston High School and 

attended Eastern Illinois 

University on a music schol-

arship. She loved living in 

the country in Hutton (Salis-

bury), Illinois.

Funeral service will be 

conducted at 12:00 p.m. on 

Monday, February 12, 2024 

at Markwell Funeral Home 

in Casey, Illinois. Visita-

tion will be held from 11:00 

a.m. to 12:00 p.m. prior to 

the service at Markwell Fu-

neral Home, 200 N. Central 

Avenue, Casey, Illinois. Car-

ole will be buried next to her 

husband Jerry Fitzpatrick, 

Sr. at Richwoods Cemetery 

outside of Westfi eld, Illinois.

In lieu of fl owers, dona-

tions to the Fanconi Anemia 

Research Fund, 360 E. 10th 

Avenue, Suite 201, Eugene, 

OR 97401 or to the charity of 

your choosing would be ap-

preciated.
To view the full obituary, 

send a condolence mes-

sage, light a candle or post 

photos, visit www.markwell-

funeralhome.com. 

Markwell Funeral Home 

of Casey, Illinois is in charge 

of the arrangements.

Carole Joan

 Fitzpatrick

Harold 
Dean

“Dean” 

Collins
Harold Dean “Dean” Col-

lins. age 68, of Casey, Illlinois 

passed away on Saturday, 

F e b r u a r y 

3, 2024 

morning at 

Union Hos-

pital, Terre 

Haute, Indi-

ana.  
He was 

born on Oc-

tober 22, 

1955 in Danville, Illinois, the 

son of Jonathan Edward Col-

lins and Arselia Georgene 

Baird Collins.  On June 13, 

1992 he married Elizabeth 

Kathleen “Betsy” Carlson in 

Covington, Indiana.

Dean was a 1973 gradu-

ate of Jamaica High School.  

He worked for General Mo-

tors for 30 years before retir-

ing and starting a new career 

as a truck driver.  Dean drove 

a truck for over 15 years and 

was looking forward to his 

second retirement. 

Dean loved spending 

time with family and friends, 

especially his grandkids.  He 

had a lot of fun camping with 

the Marshmallow Crew and 

playing corn hole. He en-

joyed making people laugh 

and always had some type 

of joke to share. He was a 

lifelong member of the Com-

munity of Christ Church, 

where he was an elder.  

Dean served many roles in 

the church, including most 

recently as pastor of his Ef-

fi ngham congregation.

Dean was loved by his 

family and friends and was a 

blessing to many who knew 

him.  He was a rock for his 

family and will be greatly 

missed.
Survivors include his 

wife, Betsy Collins of Casey, 

Illinois; children, Jonathan 

Collins of Casey, Illinois; 

Amanda McGuire of Gilbert 

Arizona; Daniel Collins of 

Casey, Illinois; Peter Col-

lins of Casey, Illinois and 

Hannah Collins of Casey, 

Illinois; siblings, Ernie Smith 

(Jackie) of Brazil, Indiana; 

Duane Collins (Debbie) of 

Covington, Indiana; Nettie 

Anderson of Tilton, Illinois; 

Carol Garrison (Billy) of Mt. 

Vernon, Illinois; Otto Collins 

(Donna) of Indianola, Illinois 

and Karla Stewart of West 

Frankfort, Illinois; grandchil-

dren, Elijah Barnes, Kole 

Dean Collins and Corinne 

Gibbs; many nephews and 

nieces; his Church family 

and many friends.  

Dean was preceded 

by his parents, John and 

Georgene Collins; siblings, 

Mary Ellen Griffi  n, Fred Col-

lins, Ralph Collins, Nancy 

McWhinney, Naomi Collins, 

Paul Collins, Stan Collins, 

Lois Cunningham and Bethe 

Collins.
A Celebration of Life ser-

vice will be conducted at 11 

a.m. today, Saturday, Febru-

ary 10, 2024 at Brush Creek 

Campground, 464 County 

Highway 18, Xenia, Illinois 

with Jimmy Munson offi  ciat-

ing. 
In lieu of fl owers, memori-

al donations may be made to 

Brush Creek Campground, 

464 Co. Hwy. 18, Xenia, Il-

linois 62899.

To view the full obituary, 

send a condolence mes-

sage, light a candle or post 

photos, visit www.markwell-

funeralhome.com. 

Markwell Funeral Home 

of Casey, Illinois is in charge 

of the arrangements.

Janet 
Anne 
Fopay

Janet Anne Fopay, age 

90, of Flora, Illinois, passed 

away early Monday morning, 

February 5, 2024, at HSHS 

St. Anthony’s Memorial Hos-

pital in Effi  ngham.

She was born on February 

26, 1933, in Walnut Grove, 

the daughter of Fred and 

Sylvia Alice (Gill) Brainard. 

She was 

united in 

marriage 

to Joseph 

E. Fopay 

on May 

30, 1953 

in Flora, 

and to-

gether they shared 40 wed-

ding anniversaries until his 

passing on April 13, 1994.

Jan had worked at Spar-

ton Manufacturing before 

embracing the roles of moth-

er and grandmother, often 

babysitting for her grandkids 

over the years. She was a 

wonderful baker and will 

be remembered for making 

some of the most delicious 

apple and pumpkin pies.

Over the years, she en-

joyed line dancing, a chal-

lenging game of solitaire, 

and cherished moments 

spent at auctions and junkin’ 

for antiques with Kim. She 

looked forward to shopping 

outings with her sister Jane, 

a good cup of coff ee with 

her friend Bernadine Boyer, 

her daily walks with Doro-

thy Winka and attending 

auctions alongside Dorothy 

Smith and Georgianna Fea-

gans.
She is survived by her 

children: Ric (Becky) Fopay 

of Flora, Kim (Nik) Groot-

huis of Casey, Tyler (Karen) 

Fopay of Flora and Jon 

(Monica) Fopay of Effi  ng-

ham; nine grandchildren: 

Vanessa Fopay, Evange-

line Fopay, Daniel (Felicia) 

Fopay, Austin (Ann) Groot-

huis, Trent (Brandi) Groot-

huis, Noelle Fopay, Kate 

Fopay, Amanda Fopay, and 

Johnathon Fopay; 17 great-

grandchildren: Landon, Zel-

la, Ashtyn, Bronson, Slade, 

Zion, Elam, Quincy, Piper, 

Liam, Dylan, Sedona, Lil-

lian, Ellie, Wren, Brooklyn, 

and Jaxon; one great-great-

grandson: Cooper Miller; 

and a brother: Elbert Brain-

ard of Peoria.

She was preceded in 

death by her parents; hus-

band; two granddaughters: 

Laura Eileen Fopay and 

Claire Elizabeth Fopay; sib-

lings: Barbara (Bill) Walker, 

Mary Jane (Neal) Warren, 

and Neil Brainard; and sis-

ters-in-law and brothers-

in-law: Mary Jane (Melvin) 

West, Noma Lee (Bill) Stan-

ley, and Charles (Betty) 

Fopay.
A funeral ceremony was 

held at 1 p.m. on Friday, 

February 9, 2024 at Frank 

& Bright Funeral Home in 

Flora. Interment followed in 

Kneff  Cemetery. A visitation 

was held from 11 a.m. until 1 

p.m. on Friday at the funeral 

home. 
Memorial donations are 

suggested to the local Flora 

Disabled American Veterans 

(DAV) or Clay County Can-

cer Crusaders, and these 

will be accepted through the 

funeral home. 

To share a condolence or 

memory, visit: www.frankan-

dbright.com

Marion 

Partlow Jr.
Marion Partlow Jr., age 

87, of Casey, Illinois passed 

away at 1:38 a.m. on Sun-

day, February 4, 2024 at 

Sarah Bush 

L i n c o l n 

Health Cen-

ter, Coles 

County, Illi-

nois after a 

brief illness.  

He was 

born on Au-

gust 4, 1936 in Effi  ngham, 

Illinois, the son of Marion M. 

Partlow Sr. and Jane Mar-

guerite (Alkire) Partlow. On 

October 4, 1956 he married 

Jackie Bernice McVey in 

Casey, Illinois; she passed 

away on June 23, 2017.

Marion was a 1957 grad-

uate of Casey High School.  

He was a retired agricultural 

farmer, livestock farmer, pi-

lot and independent oil pro-

ducer in Illinois, Indiana and 

Kentucky. Marion also raised 

and raced thoroughbred 

horses for many years. 

Marion and Jackie en-

joyed traveling; they drove 

many miles hauling race-

horses, picking up oilfi eld 

equipment, making trips in 

the semi-truck, driving her 

Corvette or riding his Har-

ley Davidson motorcycle on 

many weekends throughout 

the U.S.  They restored an-

tique tractors and attended 

shows as members of the 

Two-Cylinder Club. Marion 

was a collector of many 

things, antique tractors, #13 

Ball Mason jars, matches 

and antique oilfi eld wrench-

es. 
When not out wandering 

the oilfi elds or mowing on 

the farms, Marion enjoyed 

watching FOX News, News-

Nation, old westerns, old TV 

series and action movies.  

Every Sunday morning you 

knew he would be watching 

his favorite minister preach-

ing on TV. On occasion when 

the TV was off , you could 

hear country western music 

playing. Marion was very 

patriotic; he loved the col-

ors red, white and blue. He 

enjoyed driving around the 

countryside in his red Jeep 

Willy’s, trapshooting and 

was an avid reader.  Marion 

faithfully read his Bible and 

always kept a journal of his 

daily activities, the stock 

market and the weather. 

Marion was a member 

of the Restitution Church, 

Illinois Oil and Gas Asso-

ciation, National Rifl e Asso-

ciation and Charleston Elks.  

He was a previous member 

of the Moose Lodge, Casey 

Rotary Club and served on 

the Casey Park Board for 

many years.   

Survivors include his 

son, Marshall Partlow (Dee) 

of Casey, Illinois; daughter, 

Maria J. Partlow Huddleston 

of Yale, Illinois; grandchil-

dren, Wayland Partlow, Wy-

att Partlow (Lindsay), Whit-

ney Partlow (Taylor), Austin 

Partlow, Allison Huddleston 

Meinhart (Connor) and Alivia 

Huddleston; great- grand-

children, Kyler Dillon Part-

low, Kason Wyatt Partlow 

and Kollyns Luella Mein-

hart; special friend, Barbara 

McVey of Westfi eld, Illinois; 

sister, Roanna Partlow Vic-

tor of Springfi eld, Illinois; 

nephew, JW Victor (Chris) of 

Long Beach, CA; niece, Lau-

ren Victor (Scott) of Plano, 

TX; many additional neph-

ews, nieces, great-nephews 

and great-nieces. Marion 

considered Jessica McIntyre 

Stivers (Joshua) and their 

daughter Ellie Jo as a “bo-

nus” grandchild and great 

grandchild. 

He was preceded in death 

by his parents; wife; sister, 

Carole Anne Partlow; son-

in-law, Troy Huddleston and 

brothers-in-law, Fred McVey 

and Elmer McVey. 

Public visitation was held 

from 5 – 7 p.m. on Thursday, 

February 8, 2024 at Mark-

well Funeral Home, 200 N. 

Central Aveue in Casey, Illi-

nois.  At his request, private 

family funeral services were 

held with burial following 

in Partlow Cemetery, rural 

Clark County, Illinois.

Memorial donations may 

be made to Juvenile Der-

matomyositis c/o Cure JM 

Foundation, P.O. Box 45768, 

Baltimore, MD 21297-5768 

(CureJM.org) or Partlow 

Cemetery Perpetual Care 

c/o Johnson Township, 3997 

N. 100th Street, Casey, IL 

62420.  
To view the full obituary, 

send a condolence mes-

sage, light a candle or post 

photos, visit www.markwell-

funeralhome.com. 

Markwell Funeral Home 

of Casey, Illinois was in 

charge of the arrangements.

Casey
Continued from page 1

essary changes along with 

Taylor Law Associate Clay-

ton Walden. The policy was 

approved with changes as 

discussed.

Council members also 

approved the Summer Music 

Series and Summer Movies 

for an amount not to exceed 

$9,000. One of the groups 

that music series organizer 

John Crouch is talking to is 

Mayberry Melodies, provid-

ers of all of the music for the 

Mayberry Show. Mayor Nich-

ols suggested a Mayberry 

weekend with the movie 

showing on Friday night, and 

the musicians on Saturday 

night. Alderman Mumford 

suggested the summer in-

tern handle the event. It was 

also suggested that perhaps 

former Alderman Butch Ruff -

ner, who appears in the mov-

ie, could sign autographs.

Alderman Jerome Wil-

liams reported on the Fi-

nance Committee meeting 

with Superintendent of Utili-

ties Shelby Biggs, City Trea-

surer Gail Lorton, and Mayor 

Mike Nichols.  Williams said 

they discussed the cost of 

running utilities to the north 

side of I-70 and received 

year-to-date expenditure fi g-

ures. They also discussed 

future projects and projected 

costs of outdoor furniture, 

pond dock, summer con-

certs, and movies.

In other business, the 

council approved the pay-

ment of bills in the amount 

of $730,205.34, and the 

Collection Deposit Report in 

the amount of $628,051.65. 

The statements of cash and 

investments for November 

and December were also ap-

proved for November 2023: 

$14,299,630.44 and Decem-

ber 2023: $14,406,202.93.

Council will meet again 

at 6 p.m., Monday, February 

19.

Share your

engagement, wedding,

birth or anniversary

announcement

for FREE with

the Reporter! 

Call 217-826-3600,

or email
reporter@

strohmnews.com
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Compiled by Sharon DurhamPeek at the
 Past

50 Years Ago

February 10, 1974

Jim Yates, Jr., is honored 

to be chosen, along with 33 

other Illinois youth, to rep-

resent the Illinois District at 

the Nazarene Youth Interna-

tional Institute this June. It is 

held every four years, and 

this year it is being held in 

Fiesch, Switzerland. It will be 

enriched by such excursions 

as a fantastic cableway ride 

up Mt. Eggishorn, a train 

and cog railway ride to the 

Zermatt-Matterhorn, a train 

ride to the Rhone Glacier, 

hiking and many other excit-

ing things. 

Julie Gowin, a fi fth grade 

student at the Casey Roos-

evelt School, won the second 

annual conservation poster 

contest. Julie is the daughter 

of Mr. and Mrs. Archie Gowin 

of Casey. Julie was present-

ed with a plaque.

Randy Ryan, son of Lee 

and Marilyn Ryan, has won 

the 1973 Illinois State “304 

Bushel Challenge” corn 

growing contest., sponsored 

by Funk’s G-Hybrids. 

The Lions and their wives 

were well entertained by Li-

ons Moe Ashley and Neal 

Stewart. Lion Stewart was 

the evening speaker, bring-

ing to the Lions and their 

sweethearts the true story of 

the origin of Valentine’s Day.  

President Collier welcomed 

a new member, Lion David 

Hensiek, into the club. . The 

door prize of the evening 

was won by Lioness Eleanor 

Markwell. 
40 Years Ago

February 10, 1984 

Casey’s 7th grade Bull-

dogs (17-4) of Coach Bill 

Wyman won the Class C 

District Tournament champi-

onship with a 30-28 victory 

over T-Town in the fi nals at 

Marshall and will now ad-

vance to the Regional Tour-

nament. Squad members 

are Mike Stephen, Sean 

Seed, Ronnie Weaver, Chad 

Miller, Alan Kibler, Roger 

West, John Russell, John 

Davis, Bleu Vaughn, Wade 

Ulrey, Marc Haworth, Brian 

Bird, Aaron Beasley, Bent 

Boyer, Mike Collins and 

Derek Zarka. Cheerleaders 

are Elizabeth Weinberger, 

Tammy Stice, Angie Rankin 

and Dawn Washburn. Casey 

mowed down Oakland, Mar-

tinsville and T-Town to win 

the championship.

The March 20 vote on 

the proposed consolidation 

of the Casey and Westfi eld 

school districts became 

more unlikely when Clark 

County Circuit Judge Caslon 

Bennett granted a “stay of 

the proceedings,” pending 

an administrative review. 

Kevin Finke won the 

spelling bee in the unit offi  ce. 

Finke, who represented the 

eighth grade, will compete 

in the Clark County spelling 

bee in Marshall. Also com-

peting were Angie Good-

win of the sixth grade, Matt 

Fain of the fi fth grade, and 

Holly Durham of the seventh 

grade, who is the alternate.

Five times each week 

the Sound of Music cast re-

hearses its script and music, 

directed by Patty Richards, 

David Hickox and Daretha 

Richey. Steve Honselman 

of Westfi eld will portray the 

male lead, Captain Von 

Trapp, an Austrian widower 

and father of seven sing-

ing children. A Casey High 

School graduate, Honsel-

man is married to the former 

Carla Biggs and the father of 

three children. He is a farm-

er.

Save the date: March 24, 

2024. Moriah Church will be 

hosting a community egg 

hunt at 1 p.m. More info to 

follow as the even gets clos-

er.

Casey 
Egg Hunt

Listen online at WMMCRADIO.COM or on the app available

in the Google Play store and Apple App Store

YOUR FAVORITES

from the 70s - 80s - 90s

JOEY O MORNINGS - 5-9

FRANK RUSH - AFTERNOONS 1-5

Your home for Marshall Lions Basketball 

R.W. Brown &

Associates

INSURING RURAL AMERICA

Come in to discuss your 

health insurance needs 

506 N. Rt. 49, Casey, IL 62420

217-932-6162

R.W. Brown, Owner

Rita Reed, Agent • Ray Finney, Agent

Life, Major Medical, Annuities,

Long Term Care, 

Medicare Supplement,

Income Security
217-543-2890        207 N Oak Street        Arthur, IL 61911David Crist

The Sentricon difference.  No more colony.  No more problem.

    
     

CristTermite
& Pest Solutions, Inc.

TOY’S

614 Locust St.

Marshall

(217) 826-6321

10 NE 1st St.

Casey

(217) 932-2125

1002 E Cumberland St.

Greenup

(217) 923-3145

Visit our friendly & knowledgeable

staff for all your automotive parts

& maintenance supplies needs today!

30 Years Ago

February 10, 1994

Two of the three suspects 

in the Jan. 21 killings of  Jerry 

Darlingand Wesley Allen Hall 

pleaded not guilty in their 

preliminary hearing before 

Circuit Judge Tracy Resch 

in the Clark County Court-

house. Natasha A. Phillippi 

and Victor D. Phillippi each 

pled not guilty to the four 

counts of fi rst-degree mur-

der. However, Illinois State 

Police investigator Fred Bray 

testifi ed that both Natasha 

and the third suspect, Luther 

J. Sanders, admitted to hav-

ing plotted the murders well 

in advance. Bray said Nata-

sha had admitted to being 

the lookout person and com-

municated with them through 

a walkie-talkie. Sanders told 

Bray that he and Victor had 

planned the murders a few 

weeks in advance but made 

fi nal plans about fi ve days 

before the murder. Bray also 

said that Sanders had admit-

ted to him that he saw Victor 

shoot one of the men.

Disposition of the school 

buildings and property in 

Westfi eld dominated the 

discussion of the Westfi eld 

Village. Mayor Dan Cross 

brought the discussion be-

fore the board. The board 

voted 3-2 to send a letter 

stating interest in the gymna-

sium and all school property 

in Westfi eld with the require-

ment that the school board 

demolish the school building. 

20 Years Ago

February 10, 2004

Emy Elkins and Jenni-

fer Gebben were selected 

OPEN: MON.—FRI. 8:30-5:30  SAT. 9-12 

COVID, SHINGLES, FLU SHOTS 

AVAILABLE IN SEPTEMBER!

VISIT: WWW.THEPHARMACIESHOPPE.COM

OR VISIT OUR PAGE ON FACEBOOK: 

FACEBOOK.COM/THEPHARMACIESHOPPE

Pharmacie
ShoppePharmacie
Shoppe

Jeff Lakins, R. Ph.

PHARMACIST/MANAGER

202 W EDGAR AVE., CASEY, IL    217-932-4004

THEPHARMACIESHOPPE.COM  FAX: 217-609-6065

as Rotary Students of the 

Month from Casey-Westfi eld 

High School for December 

and January. Emy is the 

daughter of Scott and Susan 

Elkins, and Jennifer is the 

daughter of Mark and Cincy 

Gebben.
The Casey-Westfi eld 

Warrior Dance Team re-

cently competed at the IDTA 

Regionals at Mahomet-Sey-

mour High School with a 

First Place win in the lyrical 

category and Second Place 

in Pom/Dance. Members of 

the team are Maranda Clark, 

Akasha Warner, Dani Wingo, 

Maryah Gibbs, Brittany Rich 

and JoElle Rumbaugh.

After being knocked out in 

the semifi nals of last year’s 

Little Illini Conference Tour-

nament, the C-W Warriors 

entered the 2004 edition of 

the loop classic hoping to 

regain a title they had domi-

nated for several seasons. 

In one of 

the most 

memorable 

champion-

ship games 

ever, the 

W a r r i o r s 

b a t t l e d 

back and 

pulled out 

a thrilling 

63-61 win 

over cross-

county rival 

Marshall.

10 Years Ago

February 10, 2014

Mark Dust, owner of the 

Subway restaurant on North 

Route 49, spoke to the Casey 

Rotary Club and discussed 

his plans for Subway’s fu-

ture. Dust, whose lease is up 

with Mach 1 on July 1, had 

purchased the former Hard-

ee’s building over a year ago 

and plans to start remodeling 

the structure this month. 

Nicco Stepina signed a 

letter of intent to attend West 

Point Military Academy to 

play football for Army. He is 

the son of Eric and Nicole 

Stepina. Stepina has been 

the Warriors’ starting quar-

terback for the past two sea-

sons during which the Purple 

and Gold advanced to the 

quarterfi nals of the IHSA 

football playoff  both years 

and posted an incredible 

22-2 overall record.

By Jerry Nowicki

Capitol News Illinois

The Illinois Supreme 

Court has again denied a 

request from a Republican 

lawmaker seeking to repeal 

the state’s gun ban. 

Gov. JB Pritzker signed 

the ban on the sale, pos-

session and manufacture of 

a long list of fi rearms, high-

capacity magazines and 

certain accessories in Janu-

ary 2023. State Rep. Dan 

Caulkins, R-Decatur, quickly 

challenged it on state consti-

tutional grounds along with 

local gun owners and a gun 

shop owner. 

In August, the state Su-

preme Court ruled against 

Caulkins in a 4-3 decision. 

Caulkins had argued that 

because certain individuals 

can still own banned weap-

ons legally if they get a spe-

cial endorsement on their 

fi rearm owners identifi cation 

card while others cannot, the 

law constitutes “special leg-

islation.” 
Democratic Justice Mary 

K. O’Brien joined the court’s 

two Republicans in dissent-

ing. She wrote that she be-

lieved the majority should 

have viewed it as special 

legislation because a law 

written more generally would 

State Supreme Court denies 

bid to vacate gun ban ruling

The Clark County 4-H 

Foundation continues to be 

vitally important in maintain-

ing a strong local 4-H pro-

gram.  In 2023, the Foun-

dation was able to award 

seven scholarship thanks 

to the continued support of 

the people of Clark County.  

In addition, the scholarships 

awarded to the Seniors will 

4-H Foundation

fund drive underway
have accomplished the 

same goal without treating 

diff erent classes diff erently. 

Last month, Caulkins ap-

pealed to the U.S. Supreme 

Court. He argued that be-

cause O’Brien and Demo-

cratic Justice Elizabeth 

Rochford, who wrote the ma-

jority opinion, had received 

donations from campaign 

funds tied to the Democratic 

leaders named as defen-

dants in the case, he was 

not given a fair hearing. The 

court declined to hear his ap-

peal. 
On Jan. 22, Caulkins pe-

titioned the Illinois Supreme 

Court to vacate its August 

judgment based on 

the same argument. 

The state Supreme 

Court denied that re-

quest Monday. 

It does not mark 

the end of the legal 

challenges for the 

assault weapons ban. 

While the federal 7th Cir-

cuit Court of Appeals and the 

U.S. Supreme Court both 

declined to block enforce-

ment of the law temporarily, 

a gun rights group has said 

it will appeal to the full U.S. 

high court to challenge the 

law’s legality on federal con-

stitutional grounds. 

Capitol News Illinois is a 

nonpro t, nonpartisan news 

service covering state gov-

ernment. It is distributed to 

hundreds of newspapers, 

radio and TV stations state-

wide. It is funded primarily by 

the Illinois Press Foundation 

and the Robert R. McCor-

mick Foundation, along with 

major contributions from the 

Illinois Broadcasters Foun-

dation and Southern Illinois 

Editorial Association.

be automatically renewable 

for one year.  

The 4-H Foundation also 

supports the local Extension 

with a donation each year to 

help with the local 4-H pro-

gram. Previous donations 

have also eliminated the 

need for taking a percent-

age of the selling price from 

4-H’ers selling in the auc-

porting Clark County 4-H.

You may either mail your 

donation to P.O. Box 44, 

Marshall, IL 62441 or enter 

@ClarkCounty-Foundation 

in the Venmo search bar.  

Every donation makes a 

diff erence! The Clark County 

4-H Foundation is a 501c3 

organization, so your dona-

tion is tax-deductible.

tions for the last 

two years.
The 4-H Foun-

dation invites you 

to continue your 

tradition of sup-
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Greenup Baptist

Blue Grass Church of God

17990 N. Blue Grass Rd., 

Martinsville 

217-932-4510

Pastor Larry A. Hollensbe

Casey Cumberland 

Presbyterian Church

16 N. Central, Casey

caseycpchurch@gmail.com

Casey First Church 

of the Nazarene

1000 E. U.S. Hwy. 40, Casey

217-932-4522

Sunday Worship .. 10:15am

Lead Pastor: Brian Hancock

Associate Pastors:

Jared Higginbotham

& Robby Robinson Jr

Email offi  ce@kznaz.net

Website: kznaz.net

Worship in person or online

at Facebook.com/caseynaz

Casey United 

Methodist Church

703 N. State Highway 49, 

P.O. Box 365, Casey

217-932-5281 

Pastor Rev. Dr. Joe Richard

caseyumchurch@gmail

Web: www.caseyumc.org

Sunday School . 9:00am

Worship . 8 & 10:30am

Worship available online at 

caseyumc.org  .. 9:30am

Contemporary Worship

2nd & 4th Sundays . 6pm

Casey Westfield Area

Church Directory

305 North Central Avenue
Casey

217-932-2136
www.caseysta

tebank.com

Y O U R  H O M E  P R O J E C T  P A R T N E R  S I N C E  1 9 0 6 .

303 S. 6TH STREET

MARSHALL

(217) 826-2371
600 W MAIN ST

CASEY
(217) 932-2811

KIRCHNER
B U I L D I N G  C E N T E R S

First Neighbor 
Bank

217-923-4048

Casey White Oak 

Church of God

3305 E. 1000th Road

217-932-5771

Morning Worship – 9:00 AM;

Supervised nursery available

 Children’s worship

Sunday school: 10:15 AM

PM Worship: 6:00 PM

Thursdays:Ladies Biblestudy  

9:00 AM

Senior Pastor Mike Martin

Youth Pastor:

Dr. Justin Janney

Secretary – Carol Murphy

email: cwo@cwo.cggc.org

Website: cwo.cggc.org

Sunday 9:00 AM worship; 

Pastor Justin Janney; 

supervised nursery available

10:15 AM Sunday school

5:30 PM Kingdom Kids

Thursday 9:00 AM

Ladies Bible study; 6:00 PM 

Women’s ministry study

Christ the King 

Catholic Church

110 Lincoln Dr., Greenup

217-923-3523

Father Augustine Koomson

The Church of Casey

203 W. Florida

P.O. Box 233

217-218-3386

Pastor Adam Solorio

www.mychurchcasey.com

Worship online at:

Facebook.com The Church 

of Casey

The Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter Day Saints

145 E. Stiedl Road, Paris

217-251-3433

Duriah Delp, branch pres.

Faith Fellowship Hidalgo

12887 E. 2000th Ave., 

Hidalgo

Pastor Noah Manship 

812-596-1044

Sunday School.. 9:30am

Sunday Worship.  10:30am

First Baptist 

Church of Casey

101 E. Alabama, Casey

217-932-5736

Pastor Jon McDonald

Sunday worship 10:00am

Worship online at:

www.caseyfbc.com

Facebook.com Casey First 

Baptist Church

First Baptist 

Church of Martinsville

5 Trotter Lane, Martinsville

217-382-5202

Morning worship..10:15am

Evening worship.6pm

First Southern Baptist 

Church Greenup

404 US-40, Greenup

Pastor Brooke Davis

Casey First Christian 

Church

200 SE 8th St, Casey

217-932-2773

Email: cfcc@caseyfcc.org

Website: www.caseyfcc.org

Facebook: Casey First 

Christian Church

Freedom Baptist Church

12496 N 1330th St.

Martinsville, IL

217-932-5118

Pastor Jim Kyle

Sunday school. 9:30am

Sunday Worship.. 10:30am 

Wednesday

Bible Study .2:00pm

Friendship Community 

Fellowship Church

North Friendship Road,, 

Martinsville

Ministers: Ivan Bennett 

217-232-5390

Charley Bennett

217-254-2370

Church ................. 10:00am

Bible study Wed. ....6:30pm

Hazel Dell Church of God

124 W Main St, Greenup

Sunday School ...... 9:30am

Worship ............... 10:30am

Hidalgo Baptist Church

213 E Harrison St, Hidalgo 

Pastor Zed Myers

www.hidalgobaptist.org

Hidalgo Independent 

Christian

227 W Harrison St, Hidalgo 

Pastor Ray Blair

Island Grove Baptist

8596 N 1000th St Martinsville 

Pastor Keith Wallace

Pastor’s Home Ph: 382-4549

Pastor’s Cell: 217-932-8130

Sunday School ........ 9:30am

Worship ................. 10:30am

Evening .......................
. 6pm

Wednesday Evening .... 7pm

Sunday School Supt’s

Trent & Keith Wallace

Worship online at:

Facebook.com Island Grove 

Baptist

Macedonia Baptist

1075 Country Road 2400 E.,

P.O. Box 55, Casey

Bro. Randy Black, Pastor

Martinsville Bible Church

509 E Ridgelawn Rd

Martinsville

217-382-4370

Pastor David Wilson  

Asst. Pastor:

Ray Schollenbruch

mbcoffi  ce@fairpoint.net

Worship online at:

martinsvillebiblechurch.com

First Christian Church

Albert Bricker, Minister

324 N York St., Martinsville

217-382-4311

Martinsville Free Methodist

115 N Washington St.

Martinsville

217-276-6423

Pastor Dan Ledley

Worship ................... 8:30am

Sunday School ....... 9:45 am

Moriah Church

4890 N. 370th St., Casey

Sunday School ........ 8:00am

Worship Service ...... 9:30am

Ladies Bible Study ... 8:15am

Ladies Accountability Group 

Tuesdays 6-8pm at Outreach 

Center   107 W Main

Quest Youth   Wed. 6-8pm  

Kingdom Men’s Group 

monthly at Outreach Center.

New Hope Cumberland 

Presbyterian Church

20541-20999 E 2100th Ave, 

Yale

Pastor Kevin Jenkins

Olive Branch Baptist 

2911 N 1000th St. 

Martinsville 

Pastor Randy Nave

SS Superintendent Del Reed  

Plum Grove Church

900 N. Timothy Rd., Gree-

nup
217-273-7614

Pastor Virgil Cisney

SS Supt. Ron Carlen, Sr.

Sec.-Treasurer Linda Carlen

St. Charles 

Borromeo Catholic 

300 E. Jeff erson, Casey

Father Augustine Koomson

Trinity Lutheran L.C.M.S.

201 N.E. 2nd, Casey

217-932-2645

Pastor: Adrian Piazza

Elders: Gary Philippi, John 

Murphy, Sam Wallace

Sunday Bible Study . 7:45am

Sunday Worship ...... 8:30am

Wed. Bible Study .... 9:30am

Westfi eld Baptist

125 S Fulton St, Westfi eld 

217-967-5695

Pastor Scott Sims

Faith Beyond Madison 

Westfi eld Global Methodist 

Church

225 S Madison St, West eld, 

Illinois, 62474

217-232-2862

Pastor Walter Miller 

Westside Church of Christ 

102 N Coles St.

P.O. Box 477

Casey, IL 62420 

(217) 932-5003

Sunday Worship.. 10:30am

Sunday Bible Study. 6:00pm

Wed. Bible Study 6:30pm

Minister - Andy Brenton

Elders - Andy Brenton & 

Caleb Towles

W e b s i t e : w w w .

CaseyChristians.org

Email: contactus@

caseychristians.org 

Willis Chapel

14446 N. 470th St., 

Martinsville 

217-621-4691

14446 N. 470th Road

Martinsville, IL 62442 

Pastor Wes Cornwell

Sunday School Supt. 

Terri Connely

Worship.9:30am

Sunday School immediately 

following worship

Willow Creek 

Cumberland Presbyterian

6492 E. 400th Rd., Martins-

ville
618-569-4955

Pastor Kevin Small   

The Word of Life

10369 N. 230th St., Casey

217-932-4724

Ken “Bud” Wade, Pastor

Cell: 850-748-7632

21 S. Central Ave.
Casey  217-932-5221

www.staleyins
casey.com

STALEY 
INSURANCE AGENCY

Friends of the Casey 

Township Library will have 

their fi rst quarterly mem-

bers meeting at 5:30 p.m., 

Monday, February 12 at the 

Friends of the Library to meet
Library. If you are a current 

member, please make plans 

to attend. If you have not yet 

completed a membership 

for 2024, forms will be avail-

able at the meeting. This is a 

great opportunity to meet the 

board members, hear their 

goals for 2024, and provide 

input.

On February 4, 2024, the 

congregation of the Greenup 

Baptist Church started ser-

vices with “I Saw The Light” 

and “A New Name In Glory.” 

Pastor Brooke Davis opened 

in prayer.
Prayer list: Jesse Ab-

bott, Vicki Anderson, Jeff  

and Laurie Davison, Greg 

Ealy, Dale Finney, Ron Flee-

nor, Rich and Jacque Graf-

ton, Tom Hardway, Mary 

Hart, Cici Hill, Angie James, 

Randy Judson, Fayelynn, 

Rachel and Kaye Ryan, JB 

Sowers, John Sowers, Deb 

Stanberry Billie Jo Wise, Un-

spoken, Ron Collins family, 

Brad Anderson family, Dean 

Grissom family, Roy Eggers, 

David Woolever family, Mari-

lyn Partlow family, choices, 

missing children, traffi  ck-

ing, Kathy Houghland, Lindy 

Judson, Shaun Miller and 

Harry Page.
Revival is coming Feb-

ruary 26-29 with Bro. Kerry 

Nelson at 7 p.m. nightly. 

Linda Parr sang “O What 

A Savior” as the special. Mi-

cael Robinson did the chil-

dren’s moment. The song 

service ended with “When I 

Look Into Your Holiness.”

Pastor Davis preached 

from Romans 2:1-6 entitled 

“Looking At God’s Judg-

ment.” Everyone is looking 

at the exterior and not inter-

nal. The devil would rather 

send someone sitting in a 

pew to hell than someone in 

the worst gutter. God sees 

the heart of everyone. 

People can act like they 

are “religious” but not have 

the relationship with Jesus. 

When we stand before Je-

sus, our acting won’t be what 

gets us to Heaven. Just be-

ing a “good” person doesn’t 

get us to Heaven. We can 

never be good enough on 

our own merit.
Going without reading 

the Bible is like going with-

out food. If we know Jesus, 

we will want to serve Jesus. 

Jesus was blessing every-

one around Him. We need to 

humble ourselves and give 

our heart to Jesus.

Absence of problems is 

not a sign as to whether or 

not we are saved. The devil 

will hit us when we are try-

ing to serve our Lord to try to 

Everyone is invited to 

come out and enjoy a free, 

drive-through meal at the 

Casey White Oak Church of 

God Monday, February 12, 

4:30 to 6:00 p.m. 

The church will be serv-

ing pulled pork, applesauce, 

chips and cookies.

Please pull into the sec-

ond (east) drive and pull up 

Free drive-through meal
to the church’s porch. Please 

Do not get out of your car. 

Someone will bring your 

meal to your car. The meals 

will be in take-out containers.

If you do not have a way 

to the church and no one 

who can pick up a meal for 

you, then you may have a 

meal delivered. You must 

call the church at 217-932-

p.m. to have a meal deliv-

ered.
Everyone in the com-

munity is welcome to drive 

through for the free meal. 

Casey White Oak is locat-

ed at 3305 E. 1000th Road, 

just off  of Oak Leaf Road 

(330th street) southeast of 

Casey.  

Following his recent trip 

and press conference to the 

Southern Border meeting 

with Border Patrol agents 

and members of the Texas 

Army National Guard, con-

gressional candidate Dar-

ren Bailey has launched a 

website to chronicle all of the 

Bailey holds press conference at southern border, 

launches website critical of Bost immigration record

ways in which he feels that 

incumbent Congressman 

Mike Bost has betrayed the 

values of voters in the 12th 

District on the issue of immi-

gration.
According to Mr. Bailey,  , 

Congressman Bost voted for 

the following: 2018 - for H.R. 

6136, which would have pro-

vided amnesty to 1.8 million 

illegal immigrants (https://

heritageaction.com/score-

card/votes/h297-2018) ;  

2019 - for amnesty (https://

heritageaction.com/score-

card/votes/h674-2019); and 

in 2021, to grant amnesty 

again (https://heritageaction.

com/scorecard/votes/h93-

2021).
“My opponent talks a great 

game when facing a primary 

challenge, but when it really 

mattered, he sided with the 

Democrats and voted for 

amnesty,” Bailey said. “The 

question voters have before 

them is do they go with the 

swamp creature who votes 

with the people of this district 

only if it is politically expedi-

ent or will they vote for a real 

grassroots, conservative? I 

am the grassroots conser-

vative in this race. I have a 

of this district and my oppo-

nent has a record of siding 

with the DC swamp. As your 

Congressman, I’ll fi ght to se-

cure our border by fi nishing 

President Trump’s border 

wall and giving the men and 

women of our border patrol 

the support they need.”

track re-
cord of 
s t a n d -
ing up 
for the 
v a l u e s 

5771 be-
fore 4:00 

Pictured (l to r) are Brian Hancock, Jay Markwell, Eland Spittler, Marcy Mumford, Chris Overbeck, Sharon Durham, Joe Rich-

ard, Shane Todd, Chris Snedeker, Jessica Stinson, and Aaron Stinson. Photo by Leslie Spittler .

Rotary tours new

Casey Airbnb
The Casey Rotary Club 

was treated to a tour of 

Casey’s newest Airbnb with 

owner Eland Spittler. Rotar-

ian Jay Markwell was the 

program chair for the day. 

The unique rental is located 

in the former DX Gas Sta-

tion in the 500 block of  East 

Main Street. Eland said he 

hated to see the building 

torn down and decided to 

purchase it. He then reached 

out to his former boss, Brad 

Burson, who recently re-

stored an old building in 

Marshall with an Airbnb on 

the second fl oor. After hear-

ing his ideas, he turned the 

project over to Brad, and 

he and Andy Britton took it 

from there. Eland’s secre-

tary, Leslie Spittler, handled 

the fi nal decorations, and it 

is now ready for overnight 

stays. It can be rented by 

the night or the week and 

longer. Eland said he has a 

couple of other Airbnbs and 

has had over 700 stays in 

the past six years. On a side 

note, he mentioned that his 

Excavating and Demo Crew 

are currently working on a 

golf course in The Villages in 

Florida. Anyone interested in 

booking an Airbnb can do so 

on the app.

stop us.
We need to start being 

concerned about the salva-

tion of all the people around 

us. We don’t want to be the 

reason why someone didn’t 

get to Heaven. 

Jesus is the only way to 

be saved. Why not give your 

heart to Him today?
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WARRIORSROCK!Blue Diamond Construction

CW

Warriors & Bravesare the BEST!City of Casey

CW

CW GO PURPLE& GOLD!Casey State Bank - Member FDIC

We’re proud ofour Warriors!
LADY WARRIORSARE THE BEST!Helena Agri-Enterprises

Owen Ford

DIG DEEPLADY WARRIORS!

CW WE LOVE THEWARRIORS!Casey Pizza Hut

CW We’re proudof our teams!Preferred Bank - Member FDIC

GO WARRIORS!Snedeker & Associates, LLC

Megan Cribelar Photo by Terri Cox.

Kam Smith  Terri Cox.

Emilia Wolff . Terri Cox.

Senior basketball players, parents
honored at Senior Night

By Terri CoxStaff  WriterThe Casey-Westfi eld 
Warriors, both varsity and ju-

Warriors pick up two wins in three tries

Ryan Richards with the 2-handed dunk against 

Mt. Carmel. Photo by Terri Cox

Grant Cochonour battles to the basket against the Rams. Photo 

by Terri Cox.

Kellen Sullivan drives around the Shoes de-

fender and got an and-one situation. Photo by 

Terri Cox

nior varsity, picked up recent 
wins over Mt. Carmel and 
Ramsey before suff ering a 
loss to Teutopolis on the road Tuesday. Teutopolis 55, CW 45VarsityThe War-riors battled a solid Teutopo-lis team on Tuesday night in non-con-ference play and despite a strong fourth quarter, CW came up short 55-45.

The Shoes jumped out to an early 11-0 a d v a n t a g e before the Warriors got on the board with a deuce by Hayden Parcel with 3:16 left in the fi rst. 
T - T o w n 

answered with a three for a 
14-2 advantage with 2:16 on 
the clock. CW then went on 
an 8-0 run to close out the 
fi rst and narrow the defi cit to 
14-10. 

The Warriors bounced 
between four and six points 
down for the majority of the 
quarter, but the Shoes ex-
panded their lead to nine 
with 2:32 in the half, 21-12. 

Consecutive baskets by 
Connor Sullivan and Rich-
ards narrowed the defi cit to 
fi ve but a late bucket by the 
Shoes gave Teutopolis a 25-
18 lead at the break. When play resumed, the 

Shoes erupted for 22 points 
in the third quarter while CW 
managed just 12, making the 
score 47-30 heading into the 
fourth. 

The Warriors made a run, 
knocking down 15 points in 
that fi nal eight minute span 
and getting to within seven, 
but couldn’t close the gap, 
falling 55-45. 

Ryan Richards posted a 
team-high 21 points for the 
Warriors and was the only 
double-digit scorer for the 
Purple and Gold. Hayden 
Parcel contributed six points 
while CW got fi ve points 
each from Grant Cochonour 
and Connor Sullivan. Cole 
Gilbert and Nolan Clement 
rounded out the scoring ef-
fort with four points each. 

Richards grabbed a team 
high six boards with Sullivan 
and Clement getting three re-
bounds each and two apiece 
from Gilbert, Cochonour, 
Parcel and Luke Karras. 

Gilbert handed out three 
assists while Sullivan and 
Parcel had one assist each. 
Richards added two steals  
with Cochonour, Sullivan 
and Clement adding one 
steal each. Score by quartersCW 10  8  12  15  -45

TT 14  11  22  8  -55Teutopolis 55, CW 51Junior Varsity

The young Warriors gave 
the Wooden Shoes all they 
wanted in Tuesday night’s 
non-conference game in 
Teutopolis but fell just short 
in the 55-51 fi nal score. 

Jackson High fi nished 
with 14 to lead the Warriors 
while Luke Karras added 
eight and  Jackson Maulding 
and Fred Thomas had seven 
points apiece. Kellen Sul-
livan contributed six points, 
Daryn Hupp fi ve and Leigh-
ton Jones four. Karras pulled down 10 re-

bounds while Hupp fi nished 
with four, Maulding three and 
two each by Jones and High. 

The Warriors handed out 
six assists, getting two each 
from Sullivan, Hupp and 
Jones, and Karras had two 
blocks. 

Maulding was credited 
with four steals, Sullivan had 
three takeaways, Karras two 
and CW got one steal each 
from Thomas and High.

Score by quartersCW 10  13  12  16  -51
TT   9  10  17  19  -55  
CW 79, Ramsey 25VarsityThe Warriors out-manned 

the Ramsey Rams on Satur-
day February 3 non-confer-
ence play  as they cruised to 
a 79-25 win. The Purple and Gold hit 

fi rst, and often as they took 
a 27-11 lead after the fi rst 
quarter of play. CW continued to knock 

down points on the off ensive 
end of the fl oor and stymied 
the Rams eff ort on the op-
posite end of the fl oor during 
the second stanza as they 
took a comfortable 53-18 
lead at the break. The scoring slowed in the 

second half, but CW con-
tinued to post double digits, 
adding 12 and 14 points 
respectively, while holding 
their host to seven points in 
the third quarter and pitching 

a shutout in the fourth for a 79-25 fi nal score. 
T h r e e W a r r i o r s fi nished in double dig-its led by Ryan Rich-ards with a game high 25 points while Grant Cochonour chipped in 12 and No-lan Clement 11. Hayden Parcel con-tributed eight points, Jack Julius sev-en, Jackson M a u l d i n g fi ve, three each by Cole Gilbert and Leighton Jones, two apiece by Daryn Hupp and Jackson High and one by Luke Karras to close out the scoring. 

K a r r a s had six re-bounds in the win, Richards 
fi ve, four each by Clement 
and Cochonour while Parcel 
and Maulding had three re-
bounds apiece. Hupp added 
two caroms while Gilbert, 
Julius and High fi nished with 
one board each. Gilbert handed out seven 

assists while Clement had 
four, Parcel three and the 
Warriors got one assist each 
from Kellen Sullivan, Rich-
ards and Karras. Clement and Gilbert had 

fi ve takeaways apiece  while 
Richards picked up three 
and Parcel, Maulding and 
High added two steals each. 
Also adding one steal to the 
tally were Kellen Sullivan, 
Cochonour and Hupp. Score by quartersCW 27  26  12  14  -79

Ram 11    7   7     0  -25

CW 69, Ramsey 14Junior VarsityA 29-point fi rst quarter set 
the tone as the young War-
riors took a big win on the 
road over Ramsey by a 69-
14 score. The Warriors off ense was 

fi ring on all cylinders and the 
defense just overpowered 
the Rams on their home 
court holding a 29-2 lead 
after one and a 54-6 lead at 
the half. 

Scoring slowed a bit in 
the second half as the War-
riors saw many combina-
tions of players on the court, 
but they still continued to 
build their lead to a 69-14 fi -
nal at the buzzer. The Warriors got scoring 

from nearly every player on 
the roster in the lopsided win 
with Jackson High pacing See Warriorson page 6
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Proudly serving 
the Casey 

Westfield area 
since 1932.

    The Casey West eld

By Patty Richards
Staff  Writer

                                    
When the Andy Griffi  th 

Show premiered in 1960, 
it stayed on the air through 
1968, which is longer than 
most sitcoms. Who would 
have thought it would still be 

Butch Ruff ner appears  
in Mayberry movie, series

tion about Mayberry Days 
held in Mt. Airy in Septem-
ber.  When September of ’95 
rolled around, Valerie and I 
loaded up the family and at-
tended Mayberry Days for 
the fi rst time.”  

This year will mark the 
Ruff ners’ 30th consecutive 

The Casey-Westfi eld Cheerleaders have done an outstanding job this season: (l-r) Taylor Jean, Malia Duniphan, Charli Tanner, 
Mallory Brewer, Zailee Stutesman, Brylee Spittler, Daisy Mumford and Anna Karras. Not pictured is Kate Hall.

The Casey Rotary Club was pleased to donate $1,500 to the Casey Township Library through a 
Rotary District #6490 Grant Program. Funds were used to purchase a new computer to replace 
the old cataloguing computer, as well as new and improved gaming equipment for the Friday 
after school Gaming Club. Pictured are (l to r) Kimberly Hensley, Gaming Club Coordinator; 
Marcy Mumford, Rotary President; Gretchen Murphy, Librarian, and Sharon Durham, Casey 
Rotarian and member of the library board.

Butch Ruff ner.

Valorie and Butch Ruff ner.

Westfi eld Mayor Dwight Ennis swears in new Village Clerk Julie Lockert. Strohm photo.

City Council rescinds 
property sale
By Sharon Durham
Staff  writer

The Casey City Council 
rescinded the sale of two lots 
on South Central at Monday 
night’s meeting. The council 

had voted on January 15 to 
accept the bids of$100 for 
603 S. Central and $125 for 
605 S. Central, submitted by 
Judith M. Covalt who resides 
next door at 60? S. Central.

A vote of three fourth of 
the elected offi  cers (includ-
ing the mayor) was required 
to pass Ordinance #554 au-
thorizing the sale of 603 and 
605 S. Central. The vote 
was fi ve out of the seven 
with Aldermen Jerome Wil-
liams and Lori Wilson again 
voting no as they had done 
at the Jan. 15 meeting. The 
vote at that time was a pre-
liminary vote enabling the 
ordinance to be written. Both 
stated they felt the price of 
$225 total for both lots was 
too low. 

It was the second or third 
time the lots had been of-
fered for sale. Appraisals 
were discussed, but at this 
time, no decision has been 
made as to what route the 
city will take next with the 
properties. 

Approval to purchase a 
park pond handicapped ac-
cessible dock was also on 
Monday night’s agenda; 
however, Mayor Mike Nich-
ols said he should have 

amount was over $20,000, 
bids are required before pur-
chasing. A Park Committee 
meeting will be set to discuss 
the purchase.

Council did approve the 
purchase of furniture for the 
downtown space in front 
of the new bathrooms on 
West Main after Downtown 
Improvement/Economic De-
velopment Chairman Marcy 
Mumford polled her commit-
tee and all agreed to move 
forward. Mayor Mike Nichols 
had chosen the furniture and 
shared pictures with the al-
dermen. The cost is $18,324. 

Alderman Mumford asked 
if all the furniture displayed 
would fi t, and the mayor said 
they would re-measure and 
return any items that did not 
fi t the space.

Alderman Jeremiah Han-
ley reported on the Public 
Safety Committee meeting 
held on January 29. He pre-
sented the Emergency Man-
agement Agency policy for 
approval. City Attorney Tracy 
Willenborg had suggested 
several changes, and coun-
cil members went through 
the policy and made the nec-

turned the 
matter over 
to the Park 
Committee. 
Since the 
p u r c h a s e 

By Gary Strohm
Publisher

The Westfi eld Board of 
Trustees held its regular 
monthly meeting on Monday, 
February 5.

Board members heard an 
update on the sewer proj-
ect from Tom Blackwood of 
Chastain & Associates.

He informed the board 
that the Chastain staff  is 
working on the details of the 
fi nal design of the project.

The Village has been 
awarded an EPA grant in the 
amount of $5 million for the 
project, and the U.S. Dept. 
of Agriculture is providing  
grants and loans totaling 
$1.6 million.

Chastain has estimated 

that the project will now cost 
$10,770,000, so Chastain 
is seeking additional EPA 
grant funds in the amount of 
$4,170,000 to make the proj-
ect economically feasible for 
village residents.

The EPA hasn’t opened 
up a grant application period 
yet for the additional funds.

“We’re doing everything 
we can to keep the monthly 
sewer bill to no more than 
$50,” said Mr. Blackwood.

He reported that a Chas-
tain staff  member has been 
canvassing the village to fi nd 
out where everyone’s septic 
tank is located.

Blackwood explained that 
the cost of pumping out the 
existing septic tanks and 
fi llling them with sand is in-

cluding in the total project 
cost.

Trustee Jeff  Hacker com-
mented that the gravity and 
vacuum system will not re-
quire electricity.

Trustee Leeila Ennis in-
quired about the operation 
and maintenance cost, and 
Mr. Blackwood promised 
those at the board’s next 
meeting.

The trustees approved 
an updated gym rental poli-
cy that had been drafted by 
trustee Seth Ghast.

Mr. Hacker pointed out 
that the Village is interested 
in installing cameras at the 
gym. Former trustee Sandra 
Wheeler noted that there is  

Westfi eld Village Board
updated on sewer project

“kick starter” campaign to 
raise funds for a movie. 
They wanted the show to be 
sponsored by the fans and 
other individuals.  The goal 
was for the endeavor not to 
get tied up in all of the “Hol-
lywood red tape.”

Finally, Mayberry Man 
began fi lming in Danville, 
Indiana on Labor Day week-
end in 2020. Butch had a 
small role in this movie.  
Stark was the writer and 
director, and Cort was the 
producer.  Some fi lming was 
set in Mt. Airy, North Caro-
lina as well as Indianapo-
lis and Los Angeles. Butch 
wanted readers to under-
stand that the movie is not a 
remake of The Andy Griffi  th 
Show (TAGS).  He adds that 
“Nothing could ever remake 
the magic of the show.”

 Butch describes the 
story of the movie as more 
about the fans.  Stark and 
Cort were both amazed at 
the numbers and loyalty of 
the fans and thought they 
needed to learn about the 
backstory of many of these 
people and then tell that 
story. The movie stars Brett 
Varvel as an arrogant movie 
star and Ashley Elaine as 
the hometown girl from May-
berry. Most of the “actors” 
are Mayberry fans and trib-
ute artists. The movie pre-
miered in 2021 on Netfl ix, 
Tubi, Amazon and YouTube 

such a popular 
rerun on such 
stations as 
MeTv and TV 
Land.  Butch 
Ruff ner was al-
ways a fan of 
the show, but 
as he recalls, 
“I became a fa-
natic in 1986.”  
That date is 
special, be-
cause NBC 
aired “Return 
to Mayber-
ry” as part of 
their Sunday 
Night at the Movies” series.  
Around one-third of the TV-
viewing public had tuned in 
to the broadcast.  Butch was 
one of them.

Butch’s friend and co-
worker Marc McClellan went 
to a military reunion in North 
Carolina in early 1995.  
“Knowing my love of the 
show, he and his family saw 
signs mentioning Mt. Airy, 
North Carolina (birthplace of 
Andy Griffi  th) and decided to 
stop.  While there, he picked 
up pamphlets and informa-

year at 
the fes-
t i v a l .  
B u t c h 
and Val-
erie have 
m a d e 
m a n y 
friends at 
the event 
and look 
fo rward 
to seeing 
them ev-
ery year. 

Butch 
e x -
p l a i n e d 

that in 2018, Stark Howell, 
son of Hoke Howell who 
played Dud Wash in the 
show, came to Mayberry 
Days.  As a result, Hoke be-
came part of the Ruff ner’s 
growing Mayberry family. He 
was so overwhelmed by the 
large crowd and the group 
family forming there that he 
began thinking there might 
be a story.  In 2019 his broth-
er Cort attended.

The brothers had previ-
ous experience in the mov-
ie industry. They started a 

See  Casey on page 2

Continued on page 7

See Mayberry
 on page 6

among others.
The movie was such 

a success that the deci-
sion was made to make 
a fi ve-episode series.  
Filming was based in 
the previously men-

tioned cities and features 
Mayberry as a regular town 
and elaborates on what the 
movie characters do outside 
of “Mayberry Fest.” 

90th Birthday 
Open House, 
Card Shower

You are invit-
ed to come cel-
ebrate Dorothy 
Hardway’s 90th 
birthday at an 
Open House on 
Saturday, Febru-
ary 17 1 to 4 p.m. 
at the First Bap-

tist Church, 
101 East 
A l a b a m a 
Avenue  in  
Casey, Il-

linois.
No gifts please, 

but cards are wel-
come and may be 
sent to Dorothy at 
200 East Colorado 
Avenue, Apt. 6, 
Casey, IL 62420.

Dorothy Hardway.

Larry and Kay Smith 
to celebrate 65th 
Wedding Anniversary

L a r r y 
and Kay 
Smith (Da-
vis)  were 
married on 
Feb rua ry 
16 1959 
at the First 
Chr i s i tan 
Church in 
Casey, Il-
linois. The 
o f f i c i a n t 
was Jess 
Dunne. 

Mr. and Mrs. Smith plan 
to celebrate at home with 

family.
Cards are welcome and 

can be sent to 300 East Ala-
bama, Casey, IL 
62420. 

Larry is a 
farmer and Kay 
is a housewife. 
They have two 
children, Vera 
Kathleen and 
Laura Smith; 
three grand-
children, Derek 
Martinez, Justin 
(Hailey) Marti-
nez, Matt (Les-
lie) Taggart; 
and four great-
grandchildren, 
Grant, Claire, 
Luke and Kate; 
and furbabies.

Visit: strohmnews.com/announcements
Email: reporter@strohmnews.com

or Call 217-826-3600

We cherish life’s beautiful 
moments and milestones.

We invite you to share 
your happiness 

with the community 
by submitting your 

engagement, wedding, 
birth, or anniversary 

announcement
– and the best part?

It’s completely FREE!

Share your good news with over 2400 
homes in the Casey Westfield area!

Reporter
The Casey Westfield

BuSInESSES ARE InVItED
 tO SHARE gOOD nEWS, tOO!

Send a press release at strohmnews.com/press-releases/ 
or email reporter@strohmnews.com

Making a new investment/
expansion? New Hire?

Recognize an employee?
Received an award?


